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Upcoming ToursUpcoming ToursUpcoming ToursUpcoming ToursUpcoming Tours
March   10 - Tech Seminar with the Bob Craigs

March  17 - Bill Rose’s Model A Crab and Steak Feed, Livermore
April 8 - Easter at The Pacific Rod & Gun Club

May 19 - “A” Day at the Ranch - Campo Seco, CA
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The San Francisco Model “A” Ford Club encourages membership in
MAFCA, the National Model “A” Ford Club. Benefits include an
excellent bi-monthly publication, The Restorer, providing technical
information and free liability insurance when participating in Club
Events.

MAFCA
Model A Ford Club of America, Inc.
250 South Cypress Street
La Habra CA 90631
www.mafca.com
562-697-2712

MAFCA dues are $30 per year. Dues for new members may be paid at any
time. Dues paid between November 1 and December 31 are valid for the
remainder of the year paid plus the following year.  Along with your check send
in your name, spouse’s name and complete address. An optional $10 initiation
fee includes a club pin, decal, badge, windshield card and a back issue of
“The Restorer” magazine. If you use Mastercard or Visa, include the expiration
date and your signature. Membership includes a subscription to The Restorer.

President’s   MessagePresident’s   MessagePresident’s   MessagePresident’s   MessagePresident’s   Message

Greg Martinez

 
                                                                                   

Well friends, another month has gone by and I
hope all is well with you and your families.  Life
is short and many changes happen.  As you all
probably know by now, I have assumed the
position of President of our great group of
motoring enthusiasts.  We wish to thank Gary
Barrango for his many years of superb
leadership.  I hope all of you had as great a
time as we did at the President’s Brunch.  We
also enjoyed our special guest Paul Engler
and his daughter; Paul a past member and now again a returning member to the
Club.
How do you top that?  I’ll tell you, let all your motoring buddies know how
much fun it is to get together with our cars at tours, lunches, dinners, and
talking shop.

At this point I want to encourage all members and friends to come together
as “A” group and volunteer to help at one of our biggest and best events of
the year, the 2007 Classic Car Show, which this year will benefit Special
Olympics Athletes.  Let’s show the world just how generous and unselfish our
group can be and shine like the cars, which of course are the stars.

There is so much to do Car Show weekend for everyone from grandparents to
kids that I personally guarantee fun for everyone - - all for a great cause.
I’d like to also acknowledge the great job everyone on the Car Show
Committee has done in planning the weekend’s events.  TDC* to you!

That’s all the rambling on from me for this month.

(*Top Dead Center!)
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    We have planned an exciting series of events
throughout the weekend, beginning with a Welcoming
Cocktail Party on Thursday, February 15th, from 5 to 7
pm, at Castagnola’s Restaurant.
    On Friday morning, February 16th, Boudin’s will
provide us coffee and pastries at Pier 45.  Those signed
up for the Mayor’s Parade will leave Pier 45 at 11:30 am,
proceed to City Hall with a police escort, and then at noon
begin the annual Mayor’s Parade from City Hall through
downtown and back to Pier 45.  The Car Show will
officially open at 2 pm and remain open til 8 pm.  Our
annual Banquet dinner will be held that evening,
beginning at 6 pm, at the Franciscan Restaurant.
    On Saturday morning, February 17th, Boudin’s will
again provide a continental breakfast at Pier 45, with the
Car Show opening at 10 am.  At 10:30 am those persons
who have signed up for the Port Tour will be transported
by motorized cable car to the Embarcadero where we will
learn about the rich history of the Port of San Francisco
and its plans for the future. We will take the History Walk,
tour the beautifully restored Ferry Building, stroll through
the Ferry Building Marketplace and the Farmer’s Market
located just outside. We will sample fresh foods and
produce from local farms, ride on the Ferry Building Line
Bay Cruise, and visit the nearby Market Street Railway
Museum. The Car Show will remain open til 8 pm. We will
have a reception for visitors and friends at our Saturday
night social from 7 to 9 pm at Boudin’s Bistro, overlooking
Fisherman’s Wharf and Pier 45.
    On Sunday morning, February 19th, Boudin’s once
again will provide coffee and pastries at Pier 45, with the
final day of the Car Show opening at 10 am. At 9:30 am
those persons who have signed up will be transported by
motorized cable car to the Academy of Art University for a
tour of the School of Industrial Design and the private
automobile collection of Richard A. Stephens.  The tour
will be led by Tom Matano, Director of the School. The
Car Show will close at 4 pm.  Exhibitors and friends are
welcome to join us at our Farewell Gathering “The Grand
Finale” from 3 to 5 pm at Boudin’s Bistro.  Please join with
us one last time for hors d’oeuvres, drink, and a farewell
visit with other club members and participants in this
annual event.
    On Monday morning, February 19th, the morning
after the Car Show closes, join us one more time for a
Monday morning brunch and a final visit with other car
show participants shortly before we remove our cars from
Pier 45 for the trip home. We will gather at the Tuscan Inn
for our last meal together.

2007  Classic  Car  Show2007  Classic  Car  Show2007  Classic  Car  Show2007  Classic  Car  Show2007  Classic  Car  Show
Pier  45 -  Fisherman’s  WharfPier  45 -  Fisherman’s  WharfPier  45 -  Fisherman’s  WharfPier  45 -  Fisherman’s  WharfPier  45 -  Fisherman’s  Wharf

4th Annual Bill Rose4th Annual Bill Rose4th Annual Bill Rose4th Annual Bill Rose4th Annual Bill Rose
Crab & Steak FeedCrab & Steak FeedCrab & Steak FeedCrab & Steak FeedCrab & Steak Feed

Saturday,  March 17Saturday,  March 17Saturday,  March 17Saturday,  March 17Saturday,  March 17
Mark your calendar and save this date! On March 17,
2007, Bill Rose will host his famous Crab and Steak Feed.
There will be steak, crabs, prawns, oysters, and all the
trimmings, including homemade ice cream. The Hay-
baler’s Band will play. The cost is $38.50/person.
Make your check out to Bill Rose.
Payment is due by March 1st. See insert for details.

This tour will be led by Gunard & Jeanine Mahl.

www.sfmodelaclub.org
Website for our local chapter. Updated information,
membership forms and past issues of The Choke
Rod and more.

www.mafca.com
www.mafca.com is another website you should
visit regularly. Our national organization site has
interesting articles, technical Q&A, photo of the
day, fashion information  and classifieds.

www.ncrgmafca.com
The Northern California Group of MAFCA also has
a website, www.ncrgmafca.com  It contains
calendars of events, newsletters, and a list of
California Chapters.

Websites  of  InterestWebsites  of  InterestWebsites  of  InterestWebsites  of  InterestWebsites  of  Interest

The Club will setup on Pier 45 for the Car Show on the
following days:

Sunday,    February 11 - 10 am to 2 pm
Monday,    February 12 - 5 am to 8 pm
Tuesday,   February 13 - 5 to 8 pm
Thursday,  February 15 - 9 am to 12 pm

We never have too much help - so plan to come.
Hot Coffee will be provided by the Club.



The Choke Rod                                                                                                                                 page 4
Volume 51, Issue  2                                 www.sfmodelaclub.org                                             February 2007

Car Judging &
Modern Safety Items

    Some non-factory additions and modifications are
allowable in MARC/MAFCA National, Regional and
Divisional Meets. From the latest edition of the official
Model A Ford Judging Standards & Restoration
Guidelines:
    “Items required by certain states to meet vehicle safety
codes or which add to the safety of the driver and
passengers will be allowed. They must be neatly installed
and in good working order. Electrical safety items shall
be installed with appropriate era-type wiring. Generally
such safety items will not be from the Model A era and
will therefore not be judged.
    In no case will the definition of safety items be
construed to include items that alter the fourteen basic
features required for judging such as hydraulic brakes or
non-Ford wheels. Safety items may include but are not
limited to the following:

Brake reinforcing bands
Cast iron brake drums
Dual brake lights
Electrical safety fuse or circuit breaker
Emergency signals
Fire Extinguisher
Outside mirrors
Rear bumper on commercial vehicles not so equipped
Rear lamp (additional with license light)
Seat belts
Turn Signals”

First Problem: the crank almost never lines up with the
engine. Second problem: there is no surplus of space
around the crank. Other problems include forgetting to
retard the spark or something is wrong, out of adjustment,
or the engine is flooded. These type things can induce
rapid reverse rotation of the crank – a “kicking” – resulting
in disastrous injury to your person.

If you MUST crank it, such as when a holocaust forest fire
is about too engulf you or a large dam broke and a 100-
foot wall of water is 30 seconds away, do as follows:

Calmly drag a large rock in front of a wheel, set the hand
brake, shift the other lever into neutral, turn on the gas,
set the mixture at rich. Set the throttle at fast idle -or slow
race- depending on the fire or flood, and push the spark
lever up to full retard. Confirm that the ignition switch is
still off.

If you are alone you will have to prop the choke up or
closed with a burnt (or floating) twig, depending on the
fire/flood, or you may enlist the aid of your wife. Either
way the outcome is questionable.

Next, locate the crank, beat the crank hole cover open
with the sharp end of the crank, and finally get the crank
engaged with the dogs on the engine crankshaft. It may
be necessary to raise the hood and pry the engine over in
line with a burning/floating log, depending on the fire or
flood. With the choke closed, turn the engine about one
turn, stopping with the engine on compression. Hopefully
the crank will be halfway up. Don’t forget to check the
position of the license plate. With some luck, you will miss
it when the crank slips and you won’t be sliced to the
bone. Next step, ask your wife to release the choke and
turn on the ignition switch.

The last thing is the most important, and that is to grasp
the crank handle with your LEFT hand with ALL FIVE
FNGERS ON THE OUTSIDE OF THE CRANK. That way,
when it kicks backwards the crank pulls out of your grasp
without hurting you. ONLY CRANK WITH QUARTER-
TURNS, PULLING UP WITH YOUR LEFT HAND.

Personally, with about 50 years of Model A driving, I have
never attempted to crank one, however I have witnessed
that of which I speak above. May God watch over you.

Reprinted from the January 2007 issue of GRA-NEVA
GRAM, newsletter of Gra-Neva A’s Chapter.

For the 1928-1929 Model A owners looking for nickel
plated items such as gas caps, radiator caps, etc., to
replace originals. Most of the suppliers have chrome
plated parts available but not nickel plated. Chrome
gives a harder finish and resists tarnishing much better
than nickel. But if you are a purist and want a nickel
plated item, take note. The process of chrome plating
an item usually involves a heavy “coat” of nickel plating
before the very thin coat of chrome is plated. Most
good plating concerns can easily and quickly remove
the chrome plating without affecting the nickel with a
quick acid bath or by electrolysis. It only takes a couple
of moments. I had the chrome plating on half of a new
1928-1929 gas cap removed to show the difference. It
works.
Reprinted from the January 2007 issue of The Ford
Script, newsletter for the Santa Clara Valley Chapter
MAFCA

Nickel Plated Parts  &
Chrome

by  Chuck  Christensen

Cranking  the  Model  A
By Bill Nixon



January 19, 2007

Steve Owsley
1350-d Scott Street
San Francisco, CA 94115

Dear Steve,

I wanted to thank you for giving me the phone number for Rachelle Marquez.  I sincerely hope that the San
Francisco Bay Area chapter members realize what a priceless treasure they have with Rachelle as a chapter
member.

Looking Back – Looking Ahead, Remembrance and Appreciation is a wonderful article written from her heart.
As the MAFCA Coordinator, this is my 4th year in the position; I try to encourage younger members to stay in the
hobby as they grow into adults.  I have talked to many adults who grew up in the hobby as children but never
have I heard them talk about their experiences like that stated by Rachelle.  Nor have I heard them express such
appreciation to the chapter and recognize members.

Rachelle has agreed to allow me to use her article when I am talking to younger members.  Reading her article
may make them realize the experiences they enjoyed growing up with their parents (or grandparents) in the
Model A hobby or that they are now experiencing.  Perhaps they will see themselves as members of their
chapter’s board of directors, running events, contributing to the chapter newsletter and more.

As Rachelle stated in her article, “learning about the past . . . and how people lived in such simple times” and
“. . . learning from your elders and their experiences in life” is something not every young person might have
thought about.  Perhaps these words will open up their minds as they remember experiences and appreciate their
chapter.  Keeping our young adults in the hobby is the future of our hobby.

The final paragraph when Rachelle gave recognition to members who impacted her life, especially those who
have passed on brought me to tears.  I started thinking of those members in my own chapter who had impacted
my life and who have now passed on.  I hope they realize how much I appreciated their kindness, knowledge and
contributions to our beloved hobby, as I never thought to tell them.  We always think there will be time, and
unfortunately that is not always the case.

Rachelle’s article will be a great tool to use with young adults throughout MAFCA.  In February 2008 I am
planning to attend your chapter’s Classic Car Show at Fisherman’s Wharf.  I hope to be able to meet Rachelle in
person.  If I don’t see you and Walter in Ontario this December, I would hope I could meet both of you there as
well.

Sincerely,

Stephanie Grundman
MAFCA Chapter Coordinator

- Letter to the Editor -
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February Birthdays

Elizabeth Storz February 5
Annalina Martinez February 14
Daisy Young February 14
Lisa Tempone February 16
Mary Karr February 17
David Boragno February 24

Daytime wear reflects what people would generally wear
in public for shopping, luncheons, working, or visiting a
friend. The same attire would be appropriate while
entertaining visitors in one’s home during daytime hours.

The etiquette of the era from 1928-1931 dictated a more
formal selection of apparel for various activities, time of
day, and occasion. For example, the clothes worn to do
household chores would not be worn outside the home,
and would be changed to a more formal style for public
wear. Men working in blue collar jobs or on production
lines would often wear a tie with their work clothes.

Men’s fashions changed very little
during this era. However, there
were a few styling changes during
this time. Suit coats fitted snugly.
There was a distinct indentation at
the waist, but not tight. Trouser
legs were straight. The fabrics
were usually a combination that
included wool. Additional color was
added with rayon or silk threads
that were often wide enough to
create a stripe or checked pattern.
The pants could be bought with or
without cuffs and were seen both
ways all four years. Zippers were
not yet used in men’s pants; the
fastenings were buttons. Ties were
short and when tied ended above
the waist. Vests were typical for
most suits but were not always

worn. Colors, though not flamboyant, ran the gamut.
Shirts coordinated with the suites. Classic suit colors were
listed as blue, brown, green, gray, black, and white or off-
white for summer wear. Additionally there were colors
listed in catalogs such as burgundy brown and hunter
green. Pants were held in place with suspenders or belts.
Garters were used to keep socks in place. Hats were
worn outdoors and removed when entering a building.
Shirts had attached or detached collars or buttons or cuff
links for the cuffs.

Adapted from the newly published A Book of Fashion
Facts 1928-1931, available from the Model A Ford Club of
America.

Men’s  Daytime  WearMen’s  Daytime  WearMen’s  Daytime  WearMen’s  Daytime  WearMen’s  Daytime  Wear



MONTHMONTHMONTHMONTHMONTH DAYDAYDAYDAYDAY TOUR LEADERTOUR LEADERTOUR LEADERTOUR LEADERTOUR LEADER      TOURTOURTOURTOURTOUR
JAN 28 GREG MARTINEZ PRESIDENT’S BRUNCH - HARDING PARK
FEB 16,17,18 SF MODEL A FORD CLUB CLASSIC CAR SHOW AT FISHERMAN’S WHARF
MAR 10 THE BOB CRAIGS TECH SEMINAR AT CRAIG’S AUTO
MAR 17 JEANINE & GUNARD MAHL BILL ROSE’S MODEL A CRAB & STEAK FEED
APRIL 8 JEANINE & GUNARD MAHL EASTER AT PACIFIC ROD & GUN CLUB
MAY 19 JEANINE & GUNARD MAHL “A” DAY AT THE RANCH - CAMPO SECO, CA
MAY 20 KINNEY FRIENDSHIP DAY - CANADA COLLEGE
JUNE 16 CAPLAN / OWSLEY ST. ANNE’S HOME - FATHER’S DAY WEEKEND
JUNE RICHARD C. WEBSTER LAW ENFORCEMENT TORCH RUN
JUNE 24 CAPLAN / OWSLEY PRIDE PARADE & PICNIC LUNCH AT CRISSYFIELD
JULY OPEN OPEN
AUG 12 GREG MARTINEZ SWAP MEET AT PACIFIC ROD & GUN CLUB
SEPT 9 KINNEY ANTIQUE AUTOS HISTORY PARK - SAN JOSE
SEPT 21-23 CAPLAN / OWSLEY / MACHADO OVERNIGHTER-MURPHYS-IRONSTONECONCOURS
OCT GREG AND CASEY MARTINEZ JIMMY’S OLD CAR PICNIC IN GOLDEN GATE PARK

NOV KINNEY / CAPLAN THE ANNUAL SAN FRANCISCO CITY TOUR
DEC 8 SF MODEL A CLUB CHRISTMAS BANQUET

 If you would like to lead a tour, please call Jeanine Mahl 415-664-2056
We encourage Club Members to plan additional driving tours throughout the year.

There is room for more than one activity or tour per month.
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January 27-28 Turlock Swap Meet (41st Annual): Stanislaus County Fairgrounds.
Sponsor: Modesto Area A’s;
Sat 7 am to 5 pm, Sun: 7 am to 3pm; $5 admission

February 25 Hayward Swap Meet & Car Show, Host: Bay ARea Horseless Cariage Club
510-835-6069 or www.BAHCC.org

March 17 Model A Crab and Steak Feed 10am-5pm, Livermore,
Info: Bill Rose (925) 216-9920

April 13-14 Monterey Rock & Rod Festival, Monterey County Fairgrounds
www.montereyrockrod.com (Oldies Music / Classic Car Show)

April 27-29 CCRG Jamboree, Yosemite Tenaya Lodge, Fishcamp, CA,
Host: Blossom Trail A’s, Info: Ken Wall (559)638-4746

April 29 Dream Machines - Half Moon Bay - 10 am - 4 pm
May 4-6 Lake County A’s Annual Spring Opener, Lakeport, CA

Info: Peggy Choate 707-998-1496
May 31-June 3 NCRG Roundup, Sacramento, Sponsored by Modesto Area A’s

Call Holiday Inn (Madison & I-80) 916-338-5800 for reservations, www.ncrgmafca.com
July 24-29 NWRG Round-up, Pendleton, OR. Host: Blue Mountain A’s Info: Pat Kennedy 800-863-9358
Sept 1-3 Stuck in Lodi, Labor Day 2007, Host Tokay A’s
Sept 30 Placerville Jazz Jubilee, Car Display
Dec 5-9 MAFCA Annual Membership Meeting, Southern California. Host: SCRG
June 22-27, 2008 MARC/MAFCA World Model A Ford Meet

2007  Schedule of Events2007  Schedule of Events2007  Schedule of Events2007  Schedule of Events2007  Schedule of Events
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Minutes  of  the  San  Francisco  Bay  Area  Chapter
Model  A  Ford  Club  of  America

January 11,  2007

President, Greg Martinez, called the meeting to order at 8:00 pm. The minutes of the December, 2006 meeting were
approved as written.
 
Reports of Officers
 
President: The President introduced the Board of Directors and the Tour Chair, Jeanine Mahl, for year 2007.  All questions
regarding tours should be directed to Jeanine.
 
Vice-president: The Presidents Brunch will be on January 28, 2007, at Harding Park Golf Course Clubhouse at 11 am.
Members and guests are welcome.
 
Treasurer: The Treasurer reported that we have enough money in bank accounts to pay outstanding debts.  The Club has
52 paid members. Delinquent members will receive a notice by mail.  The deadline for payment of 2007 dues is March 1,
2007.
 
New members who paid dues in the last quarter of 2006 will be considered paid through December 31, 2007.
 
Secretary: The dates and times for Car Show setup and decoration will appear in the February Choke Rod.
Boudin’s Bakery has been contacted regarding morning coffee and pastry for the Car Show. Five vendors have
expressed an interest in attending the show. 
 
Editor/Car Show Coordinator: The cost to lease Pier 45 for the 2007 Car Show will be around $1000.
Bob Marquez moved that the dollar amount of the Port Lease for year 2007 be approved by a vote of the Club
membership.  The motion passed.  Jeanine Mahl moved that the Show Committee be allowed to spend, at their
discretion, money in the Car Show account not specifically allocated for the Port lease.  Motion passed.
 
Tour Chair: Jeanine Mahl reported that plans have been made for tours in each month except July.  Tours are listed by
month in each Choke Rod.  There are plans being made for a tour to the Oregon Caves National Monument, possibly in July.
 
For the Good of the Order:  Sign up to help with the Car Show.  Volunteers are needed each day.  Contact one of the Car
Show Committee members to confirm that you will be there to help. A sign up sheet will be available at the meeting on February
8, 2007.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 pm. The next meeting will be on Thursday, February 8, 2007, at the Monte Cristo
Club 136 Missouri Street in San Francisco at 8 pm.
 

SF Model A Club Monthly Meetings:   The meetings continue to be held monthly, the second Thursday of
each month at 8 pm.  The location is the Monte Cristo Club at 136 Missouri Street in San Francisco.  The
meeting place is located in safe neighborhood and parking is convenient. If you have questions or need
directions, call Gary at (415)  821-2628 (daytime)

The next scheduled meeting will be at 8 pm on Thursday, February 8, 2007
A number of club members gather for dinner before the monthly meetings at 6 pm

Please feel free to join us -- February dinner location will be at Goat Hill Pizza at 18th & Connecticut.



San Francisco Bay Area Chapter
Model A Ford Club of America
PO Box 31387
San Francisco, CA  94131-0387
415-621-0500
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FEBRUARY  MEETING
Thursday  February 8, 2007
8 PM - Monte Cristo Club

136 Missouri Street (Potrero Hill)
San Francisco


